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The Typological Transformation and the Possible Route of Distribution of
Ancient Chinese Scissors during 1143th Century

CHEN Wei
( Institute for the History of Natural Sciences CAS Beijing 100190 China)

Abstract During the 11" to 13" century the ancient Chinese spring scissors were gradually
replaced by the support shaft scissors which are similar to the present-day scissors. Archaeological
evidence indicates that support shaft scissors were found frequently in areas that were reigned by the
Khitans and subsequently the Niichens. However in the area reigned by the Song Dynasty at the
same time the support shaft scissors were found scarcely. Support shaft scissors were probably dis—
tributed from north to south within China and from west to east in the Eurasia via the Steppe. From
the perspective of the history of technology the candle scissors that appeared as early as the Han Dy-
nasty did not impel the wide application of the support shaft scissors. The similarity of the manufac-
turing technology between the west and the east easily led to the rapid spreading of the knowledge of
support shaft scissors in China.

Key words spring scissor support shaft scissor Khitan Niichen Eurasian Steppe distribu—

tion



